
 

 

New Century Master Association 

Solar Energy System Requirements 

WHEREAS, the New Century Master Association (the “Association”) Board of Directors (the 

“Board”) and Architectural Review Committee (the “ARC”) reviewed relevant laws, standards, 

and other materials. 

WHEREAS, Maplewood City Ordinance No. 914 (the “Ordinance”) provides as follows: 

Section 4.c.4(a). SES [solar energy systems] shall be designed to 

blend into the architecture of the building or be screened from 

routine view from public right-of-ways other than alleys. The color 

of the solar collector is not required to be consistent with other 

roofing materials.  

Section 4.d.4. Restrictions on SES Limited. No homeowners’ 

agreement, covenant, common interest community, or other contract 

between multiple property owners within a subdivision of 

Maplewood shall restrict or limit solar energy systems to a greater 

extent than Maplewood’s renewable energy ordinance. 

WHEREAS, consistent with the Ordinance, the Association is allowed to regulate solar energy 

systems to ensure that the systems “blend into the architecture of the building.” 

WHEREAS, the Association deliberated to balance various interests, including but not limited to 

the benefits of promoting solar energy and the benefits of preserving a uniform architectural design 

aesthetic.  

NOW THEREFORE, the Association hereby promulgates the following requirements for the 

installation of solar energy systems, including but not limited to electrical generating systems and 

water heating systems: 

1. ARC Approval. All solar energy systems must be approved by the ARC prior to 

installation. The project plan must include a diagram drawn to scale showing all 

placement and design details necessary for review and approval. The project plan 

also must include information about (including photographs of) the proposed 

equipment. 

2. Compliance with Laws and Regulations. All solar energy systems shall comply 

with all applicable laws and regulations, including required permitting processes.  

3. Licensed Contractor. All work relating to the solar energy system shall be 

performed by a licensed contractor. 

4. Anti-Reflective Surface. Solar panels must have an anti-reflective surface.  



 

 

5. Placement Assessment. The project plan must include an assessment from the 

contractor that supports the proposed placement of the solar panels on the roof. 

6. Color. Solar energy systems must be comprised of black panels, black backing, and 

black frames, with matching black brackets and other hardware. Other available 

system colors that match the existing roofing materials/architecture are encouraged. 

Other non-matching colors (including, but not limited to, blue solar panels and/or 

silver/white backing and frames) are not allowed.  

7. Wiring. Wiring and other components for solar energy systems should be hidden, 

if at all feasible. If not feasible, wiring is subject to detailed review and approval of 

plans for wiring runs and other components (which must be designed to maximize 

architectural blend, including color match).  

8. Mounting. Solar panels must be mounted parallel with the roof plane and must be 

mounted flush with adjacent panels. 

9. No Overhang. Solar panels must not overhang roof peak/edges.  

10. Roof Installation Only. Solar panels can be installed only on the roof. Solar panels 

cannot be installed on porch roofs.  

11. Trees. Trees cannot be removed or excessively trimmed to accommodate solar 

energy systems. 

12. Decommissioning / Abandonment. Consistent with the Ordinance, if the system 

is decommissioned or abandoned for twelve consecutive months, the then-current 

owner of the subject property shall perform, at the then-current owner’s expense, 

all remedial work necessary to return the property to a uniform architectural design 

aesthetic, as determined by the Association, including but expressly not limited to 

re-roofing the property to correct damage to or fading of shingles or other affected 

building components.  

In accordance with the Declaration, the ARC may approve variances to these requirements.  

In addition, the Association expressly reserves the right to amend these requirements or to adopt 

additional requirements in connection with any future application(s) for the installation of a solar 

energy system or in reaction to changes in existing law and/or industry standards. 

 

APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Association on May 10, 2022.  


